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Preached before the Honourable 
HOUSE of COMMONS; 
3 5 : 
St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter : 
1 ON 


Saturday the 3oth Day of January, 1762. 
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Jovis, 17 Die Decembris, 1 761. 
Ordered, 


That the Rev. Doctor Salter, Maſter of 
the Charterhouſe, be deſired to preach before 
this Houſe, at Sr. Margaret's Weſtminſter, 
upon Saturday, the 3oth Day of January 
next; and that Sir Yham Beauchamp 
Profor, and Mr. Bacon, do acquaint him 


| therewith: 


J. Drsox, Cl. Dom. Com. 


n I Die Februarii 1762, 
- Ordered, 
That the Thanks of this Houſe be given 


to the Rev, Doctor Salter, for the Sermon 


by him preached on Saturday laſt before 
this Houſe, at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, 


and that he be deſired to print the ſame ; 
and that Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, 


Mr. Bacon, and Mr. Coole do acquaint him 
therewith. 


J. Dyson, Cl. Dom. Cum. 


A 


Preached before the Honourable 
HOUSE of COMMONS; 


AT 


St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter : 
ON 


Saturday, Jamiary xxx. MDCCLXII. 


By SAMUEL SALTER, D.D. 
Maſter of the Charterhbeuſe, Rector of St. Bartholomew 
the Little in London, and Prebendary of Norwich. 
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LONDON: 
Printed for C. BATHURST, oppoſite St, Dunſtan's 
Church ; Fleet. Street. M. DCC. LXII. 
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PRroveRBs XVII. 14. 


The beginning of Strife is as when one letteth 
out Water: therefore leave off Contention, 
before it be meddled with. 


\HE calamities of War in general ; 
| of civil War in particular; but eſpe- 

cially of hat civil War, which diſ- 
turbed diſtracted and deſolated our Country 
in the middle of the laſt Century; if they 
were well underſtood, and ſeriouſly attend- 
ed-to, without any violent attachments or 
prepoſſeſſions; would naturally and almoſt 
neceſſarily lead Us of theſe later and hap- 
pier days to ſuch kind of reflections, as are 
pointed out in the Text; ſuch as muſt ren- 
der this ſolemn anniverſary a very beneficial 
and advantageous commemoration to Us all: 


B and. 
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and would remove all juſt objection to the 
continuance of it. 


I ſay, if well underſtood : for it has fo 
happened in this caſe, and indeed it could 
not well happen otherwiſe ; that the Hiſ- 
torians, through whoſe hands we have re- 
ceived an account of theſe tranſactions; 
were for the moſt part themſelves involved 
in the viciſſitudes of the Times, and a great 
part of the Exploits, they write of : it is 
therefore not much to be wondered at, if 
their Relations derive ſomewhat from their 
Connexions; and are come down to us 
ſtrongly tinctured with the Prejudices of 
their Authors, both as to Perſons and 
Facts. And it may be doubted ; whether 
ſuch, as have more lately undertaken to 
give us a detail of theſe contentions; have 
themſelves kept ſo clear of all Prejudice: 
as either to be able diſpaſſionately to com- 
pare the very differing Narratives of the ſame 
Event, 
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Event, and Characters of the ſame Perſon ; 
or willing and deſirous to ſee all the light, 
which ſo fair a compariſon might ſtrike out. 
If this is ſo; we muſt not, even after an in- 
terval of a hundred years, look for a quite 
candid and impartial hiſtory of either the 
actings or ſufferings of our Anceſtors; in 
theſe days of trouble and confuſion ; but 
mult judge, as well as we can, for our- 
ſelves; amidſt the diſcordant and often 
contradictory Tales, which we have read 
or heard. And, were it not ſo; were we 
capable of diſcovering ore truth, or of 
diſcovering the truth with more certainty 
and fuller evidence, than is to be expected: 
yet ſurely it is by no means neceſſary, that 
either hiſtorical details or political lectures 
ſhould be delivered on this Day, and from 
this Place; each devoted to religious exer- 
ciſes, and to the ſerious conſideration how 
we may beſt learn, from the uncontroverted 
Facts and Events of the Times which are 
bun 5 now 
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now forced back to our view, each to do 
his own duty, and teach it to his neigh- 
bour; under the relation of Subjects in a 
free State, and members of a peculiarly 


happy Society. 


In My endeavors to promote this good 
purpoſe, I ſhall avoid entering into any par- 
ticulars; either of the Errors, which all fides 
in their turns committed ; or the Calami- 


ties, which all in their turns underwent : as 
unneceſſary in it's ſelf ; and moſt peculiarly 


ſo to thoſe, before whom I have the ho- 


nor to ſpeak : and ſhall confine myſelf to 
that general Obſervation and Caution, which 
the Text recommends to our Attention 
and Practice. Such an Attention, and a 
Practice agreeable to it, might have prevent- 
ed every one of the Evils, that befell our 


Forefathers; and may, if we will, preſerve 


Us and our Poſterity from falling into the 


like 
© -- . 


5 


And 
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And I the rather took my theme out of 
the book of Proverbs; than out of any 
other book of the Old Teſtament : as a 
paſſage from hence is, by it's general caſt 
and turn, in little or no danger of being 
warped to a fanſied reſemblance of what 
it 1s utterly unlike; whereas ſome others, 
from the hiſtorical books eſpecially, have 
been made with little trouble to ſpeak 
any ſenſe, or ſuit any ſyſtem. If this 
very text hath been made uſe of hereto- 
fore not unfrequently on the ſame occaſion ; 
which, I believe, may have been the caſe ; 
it is but ſo much the more recommended 
to Me, by this circumſtance : itſelf a proof, 
how ſingularly proper the leſſon contained 
in it appears, to be often and ſeriouſly 
inculcated; and a ſort of tacit acknow- 
ledgement, that the laſt age would have 
been much happier; had this moſt ſalutary 

leſſon been then ſtudied and obſerved. 
F The 
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The book, from which it is drawn, is a 
Collection of a few out of very many, of the 
wiſe ſayings, judicious obſervations and ora- 


cular advices; which Solomon occaſionally 
delivered to his ſubjects: by attending to 


which himſelf, and commending the like 
attention to thole whom he ruled, it 1s 
probable, not a little was contributed to the 
quiet and felicity of his government. For 
whoever reads and. carefully digeſts them, 
will find the moſt ſolid foundations laid in 
them of public and private Virtue; the 
juſteſt principles eſtabliſhed, of civil and 
religious Wiſdom; and all reſting on the 


ſafe ground of Experience, and Obſervation 


of what hath been; from whence is raiſed 
the moſt reaſonable Expectation and Pre- 
ſage of what may and probably will be. The 


eaſy and familiar, often tender and affectio- 


nate manner, in which theſe maxims are 
delivered, favors their ready admittence 
into 
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into the Mind and Heart ; and ſecures the 
attention they ſo well deſerve: while the 
ſhort and unconnected form of them makes 
them at once ſoon conſidered, and long re- 
teined. At the ſame time, an unbounded 
Variety accommodates them to every ſtatipn 
of life; and high and low, rich and poor, 
King and Subject, may find in them his 
duty; taught him in the cleareſt way, and 
preſſed on him in the ftronge/t way, that is 
poſſible. 


The counſil in this proverb is levelled 
againſt Contention or Strife; of whatever 
kind: which it aims to diſſwade the Hearer 
from, by this obvious and natural reflec- 
tion ; that, however juſt the Cauſe may be, 
however high the Provocation, the wiſeſt 
man cannot ſee to the end of it ; nor would 
care to be anſwerable for the conſequences, 
which are almoſt ſure to follow on it's being 


entered upon. 
2 It 
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It is needleſs to inquire; and the more 
ſo, as it is impoſſible to aſcertain ; whether 
the Strife here diſcouraged is public and ci- 


| | vil, or private and perſonal. If the Author 
ib intended the latter only, his argument is 
| | | yet ſtronger againſt the former; if he 
q | thought of the former alone, yet common 
WM. Senſe will very readily apply his reaſoning 
| Jil in due proportion to the latter. For, indeed, 
1 all Strife is of the ſame ind; and differeth 
I but in degree; and as it always floweth 
1. | from one Source, however diſtinguiſhed as 


to it's Subject or Object; ſo the reſult of it 
is juſt alike in ſalſtance; and varieth only 


11 in circumſtance: according as the ſtrivers 
Pitt happen to be few or many ; and are obſcure 
, 1 . oy 3 . . . 
T8 and inconſiderable, or are in high ſtations 
Dd: 
l 4 and of conſpicuous and important character. 
| | And as every ſingle man, for the ſake of his 
1 own peace quiet and enjoyment, will cer- 
A : 3 

"1" tainly endeavor (if he is wiſe) to cut-off all 
| 

1 
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the ways and avenues; by which a conten- 
tious diſpoſition might poſſeſs it's ſelf of his 
mind: ſo every man, conſidered or conſi- 
dering himſelf as a part of the Society or 
State, with which he is leagued ; will be 
careful, for the ſake of ſecuring peace and 
quiet, enjoyment and happineſs to the whole, 
to do all in his power to keep up the Banks, 
which the wiſdom and policy of the Con- 
ſtitution hath raiſed from time to time 
againſt the entrance of Strife: well know- 
ing, that, if once a paſſage is broken down 
by Violence, or ſuffered by Neglect; the 
ruſhing torrent will ſoon carry all before it 
with force irreſiſtible. The Juſtneſs of this 
elegant Compariſon in my Text approves 
itſelf to the Underſtanding, and is confirmed 
by the Experience, of all perſons of Senſe 
and Taſte : and the great Truth of what it 
faith cannot want, indeed will ſcarce admit, 
being ſhewn in a clearer or ſtronger light. 
How evident it is, in diſputes of a private na- 
: C ture; 
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ture; i be left to the Conſcience of ſuch 
to determine, who have been immediately 
concerned in them: and an Appeal may ſafe- 
ly be lodged with all ſuch, whether they did 
ever engage in any one conteſt; in which they 
did not find, long enough before the Iſſue 
appeared, that numberleſs evils aroſe from 
the indulgence; which they had no appre- 
henſion of, till it was too late to prevent 
them: and which could they have been any- 
how induced to apprehend beforehand, they 
would on no account have engaged in it. 
Public diſputes and differences fall more 
under the notice and obſervation of the 
Public: and it cannot be denied to have 
happened in theſe, and it always mu/? hap- 
pen; that the iſſue of them has been ren- 
dered moſt deplorable, at all times ; as by 
other numberleſs circumitances, eaſily and 
certainly foreſeen; ſo eſpecially by ſuch 
events, as were not likely to be guarded 
againſt, becauſe not foreſeen or ſuſpected; 

11) F NOT 
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nor could many of them have been guarded 
againſt, even though they had been fore- 


ſeen. 


Let us now paſs from this gloomy ſcene; 
which preſents nothi ng to our view, but Cala- 
mity and Diſtreſs: and conſider briefly in the 

ſecond place the Remedy, or Preventive ra- 
ther, which is recommended in the Text. 
c Therefore leave- off Contention, before 
it be meddled with.“ A Direction, very 

eaſy to be. underſtood ; not ſo caly to be 
complied-with, it ſhould ſcem; cven by 
thoſe, who profeſs to admire eſteem and 
reverence the gentle amiable and forbear- 
ing Spirit of Chriſtianity. For, © whence 
.elſe come Wars and Fightings amongſt 
Us“ ! And accordingly, it is not unfre- 
quent to hear it objected; What! {hall we 
_behave fo daſtardly, in matters of private 
and. perſonal inſult; as not to repel force 
with force! but, by tamely bearing one 
8 2 injury, 
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injury, to invite a ſecond / Can the genius 
of any Religion be ſuch; as to enervate 


the Minds, and debaſe the Spirits, of it's 
Votaries! It has been ſaid, Let us be 
Men; that we may be Chriſtians :” it is 


now pretended ; that, to be Chriſtians, we 


mult ceaſe to be Men ; or forget however, 
that we are Men. Such Cavillers would do 


well to confider; that, although Religion 


will naturally have an influence on the 
public and private character and conduct 
of all, who ſincerely believe it; and deſire 
to act and live what they profeſs and be- 


lieve: yet it moſt immediately aims at im- 
proving the inward Frame of our minds and 


diſpoſitions; which are the ſource of all our 


conduct that the injunction of the Text 
reaches to all men: and, if All would ob- 


ſerve and obey it, no difficulties could arife 
about Defenſe; for there would be no Ag- 
greſſors — that a mild behaviour often 
mollifies injurious perſons; who would be 

made 
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made but ſo much the worſe, by Vehe- 
mence and Oppoſition. And, that it may 
not be imagined, Religion obliges us to ſo 
tame a conduct; as only ſerves and tends 
to encourage Injury and Outrage: we muſt 
interpret Solomon's advice * to leave-off 
Contention, before it be meddled with ;” by 
St. Paul.. If it be poſſible, as much as 
lieth in you, live peaceably with all men :” 
and where this inward Diſpoſition is pre- 
ſerved and kept-up, it will moderate our 
outward Acts; without reſtraining us to 
an unwiſe or unworthy Inactivity. And, 
laſtly ; that, with ſuch a Diſpoſition, a man 
may fafely be left to his own Judgement 
and Prudence; in particular caſes: guided, 
as he ought ever to be, by the Rules of 
good ſenſe, ſound morality, and a due re- 
gard to the declared will of the moſt high 
God. Theſe Rules will induce him to. 
weigh the future Conſequences, certain pro- 


bable and even poſlible, of what lies before 


him, 
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him, and is the immediate objectof his preſent 
determination: nor will a wiſe man ever think 
himſelf excuſed, in any wrong meaſure, by 
the poor plea of Children and Fools; “1 
could not have thought it.” The fame 
Rules will govern him ſtill more ſurely, in 
matters of a public nature; as the conſe- 
quences are likely to be worſe in them 
ſelves, and to ſpread and extend farther. 
Where the Expediency and even Neceſſity, 
where the Innocence and even Obligation, 
of ſome kind and ſome degree of Oppoſi- 
tion to the wanton exerciſe of Authority, 
without Law, and againſt Law, have been 
moſt freely admitted, and moſt eagerly 
pleaded for; the Time, when to begin, has 
been as difficult to fix; as the Time, when 
to top, has been n to reſolve. A 
ſingle Inſtance of this will beſt explain 
what I would ſay. Towards the cloſe of 
that reign, which immediately followed the 


* See Biſhop Burnet's Vindication of Archbiſhop Tilletſon and 
_ Himſelf againſt Dean Hicks; p. 40 &c. 
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Troubles, that brought-on the ſad Cataſtro- 
phe of this day ; a very excellent perſon, the 
pride and glory of his noble Houſe, the 
ornament and boaſt of the honorable Aſ- 
ſembly I now addreſs; whoſe Virtues, as 
a Man and as a Briton, muſt ever render 
his Character the object of juſt Efteem and 
Admiration: while his ſevere and unjuſt 
Sufferings in the cauſe of Liberty can never 
be remembered, but with Regret and ho- 
neſt Indignation ; — I cannot cite a more 
illuſtrious example; I would not, to zhis 
Audience, cite one /e/s ſo: — when urged, 
by thoſe who attended his laſt hours, with 
the Unſeaſonableneſs of the meaſures, he 
could not allow the Un/awfulne/s or Un- 
reaſonableneſs of ; pleaded with a Warmth, 
natural to his high Birth and great Spirit; 
that any Delay would have defeated every 
Hope: and to act too late, were as diſhonor- 
able and unworthy, as not to act at all. 
But ſurely here this noble Patriot decided 
haſtily: 
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haſtily : the Feeling of all men may ſafely 
be truſted ; when the Judgement of ſome 
may be ſo foreſlowed by habitual Caution; 
and the Courage of others ſo checked by 
undue Fear; as to ſuggeſt nothing leſs 
than precipitate and impetuous courſes: 
For, after all, though the account may 
be rather too ſtrong, which a Poet of 
our own gives; where he affirms, that 
no Philoſopher could ever endure with 
temper and patience the ſiighre/? attacks of 
Pain; how divinely ſoever he might ha- 
rangue at full eaſe upon the argument, and 
affect with ſcorn to defy and deſpiſe the 
ſevereſt aſſaults: yet thus much is unqueſ- 
tionably certain; there is in moſt men a 
Quickneſs of Senſibility, in regard to their 
own Enjoyments ; and a Wakefulneſs of 
Jealouſy, in regard to their own Rights and 
Claims : which will ever make it far more 
probable, they ſhould be alarmed and ex- 
ert themſelves too ſoon and too haſtily, 
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under a fanſied injury; than that they 
ſhould bear too long and too tamely a real 
violation of what is juſtly dear to them. 
And what might thus be concluded be- 
forehand and in Speculation, has been con- 
firmed to be Fact; by the moſt authentic 
hiſtories of all nations and all ages. But 
I remember what I ſet out with at the be- 
ginning of this diſcourſe ; and ſhall procede 
no farther, on ſo delicate and tender a ſub- 
ject; than barely to mention; that it is the 
peculiar advantage and rare felicity of by 
far the greateſt part of Us, who are now 
alive; not to have known any times: in 
which the fulleſt and freeſt diſcuſſion of 
theſe important but nice points has not 
been permitted; has not been countenanced 
and encouraged : under Kings, who eſteem- 
ed it their greateſt and moſt honorable 
Title, to be ſtiled Friends to the Liberties 


of Mankind ; and Guardians of the juſt 
D and 
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and acknowledged Rights of their Subjects: 
and who accordingly reckoned it the great- 
et and trueſt Glory of their reigns, to 
have acted invariably and governed uni- 
formly in this character. And thoſe, who 
are coming up faſt after Us, enjoy the addi- 
tional privilege; of having the ſame de- 
lightful proſpect of civil happineſs conti- 
nued to them, with every poſſible advan- 
tage, under a gracious Prince; whoſe ear- 
lieſt Vouth has been imbued with Princi- 
ples, drawn from the ſincereſt zele for true 
Religion, the moſt unaffected regard for 
all Virtue, and the juſteſt reverence for the 
great example of his illuſtrious Predeceſ- 
ſors: which gives the riſing generation as 
abſolute an affurance, as mortal things 
admit of ; that the Liberty of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution will be tranſmitted in its full 
vigor and completeſt eſtabliſhment to our 
lateſt Poſterity, under a race of Monarchs ; 

e whoſe 
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whoſe Heart is impreſſed with the warmeſt 
wiſhes for the welfare, and with the ſin- 
cereſt affection for the perſons of thoſe, 
whom the Providence of the moſt high 
God has given them to govern. Happy 
are the people, that are in ſuch a caſe: 


yea, bleſſed are the people, who have the 
Lord for their God!“ 


May I not be permitted to cloſe this 
diſcourſe, which moſt auſpiciouſly con- 
traſts the Wretchedneſs of paſſed days 
with the Bleſſedneſs of the preſent ; with 
an ardent Wiſh, and devout Prayer —— 
That the one thing, yet wanting to the 
happineſs of this reign, may ſoon be 
vouchſafed to Us: and that Peace may be 
in all our Borders | — Oh that I could 
perſwade myſelf, it were needleſs to add; 
—— and that, in order to render even Peace 
itſelf a Bleſſing to Us, © we may know, 

even 
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even we, in this our day, the things hat 
belong to our Peace |” Which the God of 
Peace ſpeedily, if it be his good plcaſure, 
grant to his Servants ; for Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake, © the everlaſting Saviour, the Prince 
of Peace.“ Amen. 
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